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PREFACE. 





E return to our Anthology of the recent lite- 
: rature of our country, with the fame plea- 
fure as ufual, well récolle€ting that our laft half 
yearly period has not been Jefs fruitful than its pre- 
deceffors, in works that deférve to be recorded. It 
is now thé thirteenth time that we have performed 
this ufeful tafk; and a tolerable library might be 
formed, of the pleafing or important books which we 
have thus pointed out to public notice. 


Divinity. 


in Cotiiniehcing our remarks upon this fubjeét, we 
feel (ome unavoidable compunttion at the delay of one 
or two articles; which rey ought to have appear- 
ed in this placé: yet a8 they have been poftponed by 
caufes beyond oir influence or controul, we cannot 
but hold ourfelves excufablé. We had before been 
betrayed into a fimilar fault refpeting Dr. Blayney’s 
. tranflation of -Zécharidh*, which appeared in 1797, 
‘but was only mentioned in out prefent volume: ~ It 
is one of thofe wotks whith tend, like the Jeremiah 
of the fame author, to complete the elucidation of 
the Prophetic Scriptures; and, conféquently, is of 
high importance. ‘Though Mr. Wintle differs, in one 
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ot two points, from Dr. Blayney, his Difertation* on 
the fecond Chapter of the fame Prophet deferves at- 
tention, as the work of a pious and able commenta- 
tor. The publication of Af. Kett, entitled, Hij/fory 
the Interpreter of Prophecy}, is a book of merit and 
utility. The firft volume, in particular, to which 
alone we can properly refer in this prefent Preface, 
contains the moft diftin& and ftriking view we have 
yet feen, of feveral highly impertant Prophecies, and 
the circumftances of their accomplifhment. Other 
works in divinity, that have lately occurred, are of 
lefs extent, excepting a few volumes of Sermons. 
Among thefe, the Famuly Sermons of Mr. E. Whitakert, 
are diffinguiflied for pra€tical utility; thofe of the 
late Dr. Enfie/d§, for clear and fenfible reafoning, in a 
pure and placid ftyle. To thofe who can diftinguith 
what is found, from the parts tainted with peculiar 
Opinions, theslatter will be an acquilition of real 
value. But that diftin€tion is very neceflary. Two 
other fets of Sermons may bé mentioned as defervin 

general approbation, thofe of Mr. Marfhai!|| and Mr. 
ButcherG ; they did not feem to demand either an ex- 
tended review, or a more particular notice in this 
place. An Ejay on the Charaéter of the Apoftles and 
Evangelifis, by Mr. Graves**, of Dublin, has much 
animation and much merit; replying, with confider- 
able force, to the new or revived obje€tions of Deitts. 
The articles that remain for us to recapitulate, are of 
a lighter form, though in many inftances highly ex- 
cellent in matter. Amdng thefe a confpicuous place 
is certainly due to the well-timed Charge of the Bijhop 
of Landaf t+. Certain objeétions, which it was Come, 
pletely neceflary to make to a particular paffageff, de- 
tract buf little from the general Value of the Charge, 
which deferves to rank with the Addrefs of the fame 


* No. VI. p. 6 .. #.No, Vi. p- 600.  { No. IV. p. 423. 
§ No. V. p. 468. és i No. IV. p.433- . @ Ibid. #* No. v. 
p. 518. ++ No. I, p. 12. $f See p. 13. 
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PREFACE. ¥ 


Prelate*, as a patriotic and very ufeful publication. 
Of Sermons feparately publifhed, we have lately. ex- 
amined an unufual number; and among them-are 
very few without fome claims to notice and refpect. 
We can here mention only the moft’ remarkable, 
which’ we will take in the order of their occurrence. 
The Afociation Sérmon of Dr. Vincentt, is one of thofe 
rare productions which, while they imprefs every 
mind by the originality of their views, are intelli- 
vible to all, from the clearnefs of their ftatements, 
and the foundnefs of their arguments. We learn 
with fatisfaétion; that fome important extraéts from 
it have been reprinted by perfons of difcernment and 
confequence, to facilitate their circulation. “Two 
difcourfes were publifhed together by Mr. Vince}, the 
Plumian Profeffor at Cambridge, in anfwer to the 
famous fophiftries of Hume, on the fubjeé& of mira- 
tles. The topic is hardly more important, than the 
mode of treating it, adopted by the Profeffor, is fatis- 
factory and conclufive. The arguments that will fa- 
tisfy a found mathematician, are feldom of a light 
or trifling nature. Among the Faft Sermons, of 
which the prefent warfare has produced an annual 
harveft, there have been few, if any, more worthy of 
diftinétion than that of the Biffop of Durbam§. ‘The 
admonitions in it are well fuited to the time, and are 
expreffed with energy and dignity. Dr. Hay’s dif- 
courfe on the fame occafion, betore the Houfe of 
Commons}, is chataéterized alfo by a piety and gbod 
fenfe, which, from having frequently remarked; we 
have learned. to: expeét in what he publifhes. The 
laft day of thankfgiving afforded to Dr. Renne/@ alfo 
an opportunitv of difplaying that energetic eloquence, 
and truly Chriftian fentiment, by which his diteoudas 
are always diftinguifhed. The occafion was tri- 
umphant, yet the difcourfe breathed the moft pious 


* See vol. xi. p. 200. + No. HL. p.196. ‘ t No, III. p. 258. 
$ No. IV. p. 397- ¥ No. V. p. 553 { No. VI. p. 669- 
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humility. If we point out no other writers in this 
clafs, particularly among the preachers on public or 
folemn occafions, it is not that we undervalue them ; 
a reference to the head of Divinity, in our various 
numbers, will evince that we have felt their merits ; 
but in this recapitulation we can only enumerate the 
moft confpicuous. 


Moras, Pusrtic AnD PRIVATE. 


To this head clearly belongs the excellent work of 
D). Gillies, compriling, among other valuable mate- 
rials, atranflation of the Ethics and Politics of Ariftotle*. 
In the prefent volume we have only opened our ac- 
count, with fome remarks on the Life of Ariftotle, 
and on the doétrine of the human mind, as given by 
that philofopher. We purpofe to pay much more at- 
tention to a book of fuch ,confequence ; and we truft 
that noreader willaccufe us of exceeding what the fub- 
je&t deferves. Here alfo we may properly introduce 
our notice of Mrs. H. More's admirable Striétures on 
the modern Syften of Female Educationt ; a book, which 
has obtained its firft eulogium in the very honourable 
reception given to it by the public ; and will remain 
a permanent monument of what female underftand- 
ing, united with the true and appropriate worth of 
the female charaéter, could effeét at the clofe of the 
eighteenth century. To the female J//uminifm of 
Mrs. Wollftonecraft, and her difciples, it forms a 
ftriking and a glorious contraft. In this very reputa- 
ble company we fhall place the mafterly Difcourfe or 


Lefture of Mr. Mackintoft, on the ftudy of the Law of 


Nature and Nationst ; that is, on general and public 
Morals. it is among the triumphs of the prefent day, 
that we can rank this able writer with the friends of 


order ; and we hear, with pleafure, that the Lectures 


* No. V. p.457e + No, VI. p.643. Ff No. Il. pe 
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PREFACE, v 


which followed this introduftory view, well fipport- 
ed the expectations it had raifed. 


PoLitTics. 


From thefe extended Ethics, the tranfition to par- 
ticular Politics is natural and eafy : and in this clafs 
we cannot hefitate to give & confpicuous place to the 
republithed Antt-Facobm* Paper. The fou: d political 
fentiments and information, as well as the wit, hu- 
mour, and good poetry of that publication, render it 
completely defery ing of the more permanent and cre- 
ditable form of o€tavo volumes; but, for the very 
fame reafon, we cannot but with that it had aifo been 
reprinted in the cheapeft manner poflible, for. more 
extentive circulation. Mr. Bow/es’s volume, entitled 
the Retrofpectt, is alfo, for the moft part, a republica- 
tion; it comprifes much very excellent matter, with 
fome additions, adapted to the time of its appear- 
ance. The Letters of the Ghoft of Alfredt, attributed 
to the fame author, refer chiefly to the fe: e trials of 
1794 and 1795, with fome pointed ftri¢tures on Op- 
pofition Politics. ‘The publication of Mr. Rofe, on 
the Revenue, Commerce, and Manufadures§ of this 
country, may be confidered as an official report of 
the higheft importance. The very animated ftatement 
which it gives, of the imprevement and abundance of 
our refources, has fince been moft fatisfactorily jufti- 
fied by the terms of the loan, the vaft premium ac- 
cruing to the purchafers of it, and the great rife of 
the Funds. The remarks of Peter Porcupine}, on cer- 
tain intercepted Letters publithed here, haye full as 
much reference to Englifh as to American Politics, 
and were mentioned by us with the commendation 
generally due to the writings of that felf-taught ge- 


* No. I. p. 45. 


+ eg IV. p. 400. t No. IV. p, 442. 
§ Now IV. p.44r5 V. pe gut : 
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nius, and truly honeft man. Other Jutercepted Letiers*, 
being the fecond part of thofe fele&ted from the cor- 
refpondence of Bonaparte’s army, were no lefs inte- 
refting than the firft had beent. The report of that 
day, concerning Bonaparte’s fuccefles, drew from us 
a remark, which fubfequent events have proved ex- 
a€tly juft. We could not, we then faid, perfuade 
ourfelves, “ that any very formidable progrefs could 
be made by an army, reduced by various modes of 
deftru€tion, and cut off from all kind of fupply from 
the mother country, or communication with it.” 
That army is now annihilated. <A fhort tra&, on the 
Application of Barruel’s Memairs}, to the fecret focieties 
of Ireland and Great Britain, contains fome very ufe- 
ful confiderations, and deferves the notice of the Po- 
litician. Nor will Carnor’s§ tra&t, in defence of him. 
felf, be thought unimportant ; though the iniquity it 
developes feems now likely to fall under its appro- 
priate punifhment. It was thought of confequence 
enough, on this fide of the water, to be called 
fpurious, though without a fhadow of reafon ; by: 
thofe who are always defirous to conceal the faults 
of the French rulers. Some political matters of 
importance in this country, have been admirably 
illuftrated to the nation, by the publication of 
Speeches delivered in Parliament. On general to- 
pics, we noticed, with due praife, Mr. Caxning’s very 
animated and powerful Speech], on the fubjeét of 
Continental Alliances; Lord Auckland's, on the In- 
come Bill]; and Lord Grenvi//e’s, on the Duke of Bed- 
ford’s motion, refpe€ting the difmiffal of the prefent 
Minifters**. The great queftion. of the Union with 
Ireland, has produced both Speeches and pamphiets, 
of great merit and energy. Among fpeakers, Mr. 
Pitt is not often rivalled and the publication of the 
{pirited and argumentative oration, which he deli- 


® No. V. p. 483- + See vol. xii. p.612, JY No. IV. p. 442. 

§ No. Ill. p. 319. | No, IL, p, 146, @ No. IV. p. 367. 
#®@ No. LV. p. 371. , 
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vered on this fubjeét*, has probably made many con- 
verts to the fontbaels of his opinion.’ The Speaker, 
however, felt that the topic was not yet exhautted ; 

and in an able Speech, of which the fubftance 
only has been publifhedt, explained his fentiments 
upon it. The pamphlets, written on this queftion, 
have been very numerous. Some of them were men- 
tioned in our preceding volume; but many others 
will be found in this, The beft arguments, and, ‘in 
general, the beft writing, have been found on the fide 
of Union : and, among thefe authors, Mr. Spen/er has 
the advantage, not only of writing well himfelf, but 
of being the caufe of good writing in others ;*as was 
the cafe of Falftaf! in wit. His Thoughts on an 
Uniont, form atraét of confpicuous merit : while the 
Letter to Fofoua Spenfer, E/q. by a Barriftery, is fill more 
eloquent and convincing. ‘On the other fide, the 
moft temperate, and, in many refpeéts. the moft able 
publication, is that of Mr. Fobbi ; who, vhough he 
perceives not all the advantages which are promifed 
by the friends of the meafure, writes undoubtedly 
like a real patriot with refpe&t to freland, and with 
friendly views towards England. ‘The Debate of the 

Irifh Bar, on the fame quettion, forms by no means a 
pamphlet of equal merit. Two Letters by Mr. Ge- 
rabty**, a Barrifter alfo, are written, with great force 
and ability, in favour of the Union : while the .real 
Nevefity of the meafureft, is urged with no incon- 
fiderable fuccefs, by a writer anonymous indeed, but 
fuppofed to be well stale | in political debate. ‘The 
Competence of the re{pective Parliaments to form a le- 
giflative Unron, which fome perfons had been hardy 
enough to deny, is fupported, in a fupplemental 
tract, by the fame writerft. Though the Barrifters 
of lreland were in general, as might be expected, 


* No. II. p. 165, + No. V. p. 568. PY No, I. p. 84. 
§ No.1. p. 5g. =] .No. Inp. 57. No. i. ** No. dll. 
pe254and256, tt No. LH, p. 295. PS IV, p. 443 
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hoftile to a change from which they had fome difad- 
vantage to apprehend, yet feveral..of the beft pam- 
phlets in its favour have proceeded from that body of 
men. Among thefe muft not be forgotten the Letters 
on the Subjeé of Union* in which the arguments of Mr. 
Jebb and others are confidered. After many precur- 
fors, yet with the force and originality of a writer on 
a new fubject, came the fagacious author of Confderg- 
tions upon the State of public Affairs, who, in his fourth 
tract fo entitled}, takes up the topic of Ireland, and 
fupports the plan of Union by opinions and argu- 
ments, which appear to us, in general, as juft as they 
are novel: nor can our recapitulation of the writers 
whom this queftion has called forth, conclude better 
than with the notice of this pamphlet. 


History. 


From thofe political queftions which will hereafter 


become the fubje&t of Hiftory, we proceed to that 
fcience itfelf. ‘The Hifory of Hindoflan, by Mr. Mau- 
ricet, now drawing rapidly to its conclufion, was the 
firft work that attracted our attention in preparing for 
our prefent volume. We learn, with great fatisfac- 
tion, that every fubfequent enquiry in India tends to 
illuftrate and confirm the opinions there maintained ; 
and from thefe refearches, in the opinion of feveral 
competent judges, it is not too much to expeét ulti- 
mately, even a demonftration of the Mofaic records. 
‘The work which has cleared the way to thefe difco- 
veries, will not, affluredly, want fupporters in a coun- 
try fo well-minded as Great-Britain. . Our prefent 
volume contains no other work, on the higher fcale of 
hiftory ; it notices, however, the conclution of Bar- 
ruel’s Memoirs of Facobini{fm§, a work confiderable in 
political importance, and a lafting monument of bold 


* No. IV. p. 444- + No. VI. p. 620, t No. I. p.1; 
Ii, p. 152. § No. IV. p. 388, 
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; PREFACE. ix 
and honourable exertion. The Biographical Memoirs 
of the French Revolution, by Mr. Adolphus*, afford very 
appofite illuftrations of the former work, and were 
publifhed in good time, as an antidote to fome very 
jufidious books, profefling to give accounts of the 
fame perfons. The Letters and Corre/pondence of Lord 
Bolingbroket, though not actual hiftory, fupply the 
materials for it; and the charatter of the noble 
writer, if not entitled to admiration, Is certainly cal- 
culated to excite curiofity. The Anaual Regiffer for 
1792, lately publifhed in two volumesf, prefents, in 
the hiftorical part, as finifhed and well-digefted a com- 
pofition of that kind, as ever perhaps appeared in a 
periodical publication. That it was fo long with- 
held from the public is, on many accounts, to be re- 
gretted ; but edifices formed to laft, are not raifed 
like mounds of fand. Of AZ. Mallet du Pan's Mer- 
cure Britannique, publifhed both in French and Eng- 
lifh, we have not yet noticed any part, except one 
that is ftri€tly hiftorical ; the Effay on the Deftruttion of 
the League and Liberties of Switzerland§, comprifed in 
his firft three numbers. The reft of his publication, 
sood and ufeful as it is, falls leis properly under the 
eye of the critic; this hiftory forms a momentous 
and a dreadful record of the inconceivable iniquity 
of France. We will not clofe this head of our Pre- 
face, without briefly mentioning the Authentic Narra- 
tive of the Proceedings of Admiral Nelfon's Squadron}. 
Concife as it is, it conveys fome fats as glorious to 
the Britifh name, as any paflage of hiftory can re- 
cord ; and will be preferved as a yaluable document 
by every genuine patriot, 


ANTIQUITIES. 


Of works ftricily confined to this fubje&t, we have 
only two at preient to refume: the Archaologia, 


* No. V. p. 503. + No. VI. p. 624, f No. IIL. p. 236. 
§ No. Il, p. 139. | No, IL. p. 203. 
vol. 
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vol. x1i*, and the J//uffrations of Ancient Manners and 
Expencest, publifhed by Mr. Nichols. Of Antiquities 
united with topography and local hiftory, we have 
feveral fpecimens in this volume, which we {hall 
unite under the head of Topography. ‘The twelfth 
volume of the Archzologia contains much valuable 
matter, united with a few articles that are erroneous 
or injudicious ; a mixture not eafily to be avoided ina 
work of that magnitude, fo frequently produced. The 
other book, which proceeds from the antiquarian re- 
fearch, as well as from the prefs of Mr. Nichols, is a 
compilation of papers more or lefs curious; but all 
capable of being turned to fome account in the illuf- 
tration of paft times. 


ToProGRAPRY. 


The magnitude and fplendour of Mr. Shaw’s Hij- 


_tory of Staffordfhiret, of which the firft volume has 


lately appeared, places it clearly at the head of this 
divifion in the prefent inftance. The great number 
of views defigned by the author himfelf, the variety 
of documents colleéted under every article, and the 
care taken in the arrangement will ‘probably rank it, 

when completed, among the moft curious and ufeful 
of thefe works. Of Mr. Polwhele’s Hiftory of Devon- 
frireS, the progrefs has been fomewhat irregular ; the 
fecond volume appeared in 1798, and was reviewed 
in our fourth volume|j; the firft part of volume the 
firft is now giyen to the public, and the fecond part is 
faid to be in the prefs, It is, however, a work of 
more than common merit; snd, fhould the author 
obtain at length the fupport he ere to deferve, 
will do honour to the county in which it is produced. 

We have been obliged, unexpectedly, to defer the 
conclufion of our account of this part. A fingle 





* Na. Il. p.97; Ul. p. 275; IV. p, 356.. + No.ID. p. 204. 
t No. 1V. p. 3372 * § No. LV. p. 410, | P, 623. 
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parifh in London, the Parifh of Shoreditch, has given 
occafion to another elaborate work of this nature* ; 
Mr. Ellis, affifted by Mr. Gough, has inyeltigated its 
antiquities, topography, and local hiftory, in a manner 
at once pleafing and ufeful. The Hifory of Scarborough, 
by Mr. Hinderwellf, is well-digefted and arranged ; 
nor can we doubt that it will become an object of 
curiofity, to all who feek for health from the waves 
or {prings of that place. . 


GEOGRAPHY. 


The very elaborate Univerfal Gazetteer, af the Rev, 
Mr. Cruttwell}, is fuch a work as has been long 
wanted ; holding a juft medium between the enor- 
mous magnitude of fome compilations, and the jejune 
imperfection of others. An American Gazetteer, by 
Mr. Mor/e§, known by his other writings on the 
geography of that country, is alfo an agreeable addi- 
tion to the books of reference belonging to this {ci- 


ence, . 


VoxAGES AND TRAVELS. 


Works of this nature always were, and muft be, po- 
pular. . They adminifter to a curiofity which isliberal 
and almoft univerfal ; and they give the fatisfattion 
of knowledge, without exacting the labour of ferious 
ftudy. Their quantity is ufually proportioned to their 
favour with the public ; nor.do we often publifh a 
Number of our Review, which does not contain an 
account of at leaft one work of that kind. ‘This has 
been completely the cafe in our prefent volume. In 
our firft number, we introduced to the notice of our 
readers, Captqin Colnett’s Voyage to the South Atlantic}, 
a work not of the firft rank in-its clafs, yet in many 


* No. VI. p. 605. + No. II. p. 204. $ No. 1V.,p. 443. 
§ No. UL. p. 207. ’ No. I. p. 38. 
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refpeéts interefting; and the produétion of a man 
whofe merits as well as hardfhips, entitle him to the 
public attention. In the fecond number of. this vo- 
lume, we {poke of Croker’s Travels through Parts of Spain 
and Portugal*, and of Forfer's Fourneyt from Bengali to 
Ruffia, through the centre of Afia. The former ts 
remarkable rather for the addrefs of the author, in 
making the beft of very flender opportunities, than 
for any thing that can deeply intereft the enquirer: 
the latier, in point of fubje&, is peculiarly attra€tive 
and novel; but is rather eked out by the printer, than 
enlightened by the fagacity, or ftored by. the induftry 
of the. writer. Could the two authors have ex- 
changed their deftinations, we fhould perhaps have 
had only one book, and that excellent. A defcription 
of North America by Mr. Ve/dt, whofe Trave/s were 
undertaken for the fake of gaining information im- 

ortant to himfelf, was noticed in our third number. 

hough the picture is by no means fo attra€tive as 
many readers would expeét, there is no kind of rea- 
fon to queftion, in the fimalleft degree, the veracity or 
correctnefs of the traveller. The narrative of the 
Dutch Embaffy to China, as taken from the journal of 
M. Van Braam§, was reviewed in our fourth and fifth 
numbers. It is a work of fome intereft ; but we are 
taught to expect fomething yet more perfeét on the 
fame fubjeft. Spal/anzani’s Travels, which we exa- 
mined alfoin our fifth number}, were chiefly direéted 
to objeéts of mineralogical fcience ; as were thofe of 
Faujas de St. Fond in England; both, however, may 
amufe the genera! reader, as well as inform the philo- 
fopher. The latter author fometimes fails in point of 
correctnefs; though not more thanevery traveller muft, 
who has the common ambition of communicating 
the refult of his halty obfervations, as well as iuis 


®No. I. p.113. +No. I. p.re8 = t No. II. p. 243. 
§.No. IV, p. 381; V. p.537- =] No. V..p. 495. No. VI. 
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more careful enquiries. Befides concluding the ac- 
count of Van Braam, our fixth number took up the 
confideration of Mr. Park's moft valuable Travels 
in Africa*. To. fpeak of this publication without 
commending the refolution of the traveller, and ad- 
miring the unaffeéted fimplicity of truth which per- 
vades his whole narrative, is next to impoflible ;_ nor 
can we referve, as, might be more regular, this gene- 
ral commendation for our enfuing volume Mr. Ma- 
ton, author ot Odfervations, &c. on the Weftern Counties 
of Englandt, muft be ranked among travellers, though 
he has chofen to banifh the word travels from his 
title-page. His publication is the work of a fenfible 
as well as elegant obferver, and will not be over- 
looked among the illuftrations of our fortunate ifland. 


PorETrRY. 


There is perhapsakind of fallacy inmanyof the com- 
plaints which are made, of the fcarcenefs of good poe- 
try. In looking back on the produétions of a former 
age, we fee the works that have atchieved immortality, 
at once, and in a mafs. ‘Thus viewed they may ap- 
pear numerous; but to the quantity of trafh which 
came forth with them, and which has fince been 
fwallowed by the gulf of oblivion, they. bear, per- 
haps, no greater proportion than the compofitions 
we commend, to thofe which we read with impati- 
ence, and would, if poflible, immediately forget. 
We have not indeed, at this period, many perfons to 
whom the title of poet has been formally conceded 
by the public: but the candidates are numerous ; 
and on how many the ele¢ction will ultimately fall, he 
muft be a bold critic who will undertake to define. To 
this honourable diftin€tion the clannms of Mr. Sotheby 
are confiderable ; and whoever has found by ex- 


* No. VI. p. 577- + No. IV, pe gos. 
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perience the difficulty of writing well on very fe- 
cent fubjects ; of preferving dignit y, yet avoiding ex- 
aggeration and tumidity, will own that his Batt/e of the 
Nie* has greatly ftrengthened thofe pretenfions. Mr. 
Bowles’s Ode, entitled Song of the Battle of the Nilet, is 
alfo a fpirited and poetical effufion. A Monody, dif- 
_ tinguifhed by the nameof Siduey}, obtained our swan 
for a vigour which evidently rated it above the .com- 
mon order. An offspring of Irith loyalty; entitled 
Orange, had proved its efficacy by a very extenfive 
fale in that country, before it came to our hands. 
The part by which we were moft forcibly ftruck was 
the humour of the notes, which certainly added much 
to the zeft of the performance. ‘Two Shades of Pope 
were conjured up before us, in one number ; the firft 
the production of the unknown author of Pur/uits of 
Literature, the other an oppofition fpirit, raifed in 
order to cenfure that writer for afluming fuch a 
name. The former is fufficiently chara€terized b 
what we have frequently faid on the fubjeét; the 
latter is attributed to the Laureat, and certainly does 
him no difcredit as a Poet. The tranflation ‘of Fu- 
venal’s thirteenth Satire, bv Adr. Lewis**, is fuch as 
may be praifed, though it might eafily, with more at- 
tention, have been finifhed in a better manner. Mr: 
Murphy has lately tranflated the fame Satire, and his 
compolition we fhall take an early opportunity to 
comparet+. Of Grove-Hilltt, fo {plendidly cele- 
brated by the pen of Mr. Maurice, it is no obloquy 
to fay, ‘*‘ Materiam fuperabat opus.” <A real poet 


* No. II. p. 187. + No. II. p. 188.  ¥ No. Til. p. 308: 
§ No. 1V. p.428. | No. V. p. 463. € An Interviews 
betaveen the Spirit of Pope, &c. No. V. P- $49- ** No. V: p. 547 6 
++ We have been told, {ince we criticized Mr. Lewis’s Poem, that 
Dryden has occafionally fed the fourteen fyllable line; if fo, it had 
efcxped our recolleétion, and we have not fince had time to examine. 


But we fhould not think it fanétioned, even by the authority of: that 
oe Poer, 
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cannot be otherwife than magnificent in his ideas ; it 
is perhaps fufficient in profe to fay, that the learned 
poffeffor inhabits an elegant and judicioufly decorated 
villa, in a moft beautiful fituation. A reader of the 
Poem might expe& a Palace; but he would not with 
for one, were he placed at Grove-Hill. The Sada 
of Tan/fillo, having been made Englith by Adr. Rofcoe, 
under the title of Zhe Nurjfe*, has received new 
grace and vigour from the pen of that writer. We 
tinifh the fubje&t of Poetry, by pafimg to the fubdi- 
fion of 


Dramatic Works. 


We ftill remain in doubt to whom we ought to 
afcribe the Series of Plays on the Paffions of the Mind*. 
Perhaps before the continuation fhall be produced, 
the author will be fufficiently encouraged, by gene- 
tal approbatien, to relinquifh the ftate of conceal- 
ment. The Plays have affuredly much merit. A 
Drama, called (like Mr. Sotheby’s Poem) The Battle 
of the Nile}, is alfo anonymous ; ‘and is written with 
ability. Perhaps the author may be the fame, 
though we have not attempted to afcertain it by any 
elaborate comparifon of the ftyle. Of tranflated 
Dramas we fhall at prefent mention only two; and 
thofe very different in kind, and from originals widely 
feparated by time. They are different in all refpécts. 
The tranflation of the Clouds of Ariffophanes, by Mr. 
Cumberland, is a claflical and highly finifhed compo- 
fition§, taken from a drama which has endured for 
ages. The Prifoner||, is a temporary favourite, trifling 
in its texture, though not without humour ; but lit- 
tle likely to be mentioned even half a century after 
its produétion. Accident brought them together, 


* No. VIL. p. 616, + No. IIL. p. 284. No, V. ps §50- 
§ No. VI. p. 631. } No. VI. p. 683. ; , % 
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but our prefent comparifon rather feparates than 
unites them. 


Nove Ls: 


Far from feeling, or affe€ting, a contempt for this 
{pecies of writing, we yet feldom dwell upon it with 
pleafure ; becatfe, in faét, it is generally, at prefent, 
rather a manufacture than a compofition. Novels of 
a higher order we can read with pleafyre, and men- 
tion with refpe&t. The Ariflocrat, by Mr. Pye*, isin 
fome degree, of a temporary nature, like his Demo- 
cratt. One piece feemed to require the other, and 
neither will difcredit their author. drs. Wefl's Tale 
of the Timest, is one of thofe compofitions which pro- 
mife to raife her to an eminent rank among the wri- 
ters of this period. ‘The fentiments are ufeful, the 
ftyle good, and the ftory well conduéted; and we 
are aflured that, though fhe writes fo much, her 
domeftic duties fuffer no kind of neglect. We have 
noticed feveral other Novels, but it is fufficient at 
prefent to mention thefe: they may deferve a fas 
vourable report, when they will not juftify a parti- 
cular recommendation. 


MEDICINE. 


Why this article fhould follow Novels, it is nof 
ealy to fay; except that, in a Catalogue, it is.not 
he to preferve an unbroken conneétion. We 

ave before commended the diligence of our medi- 
cal enquirers, and it feems to continue unimpaired. 
The fubjett of the Cow-Pox, which is purfued with 
ardour by many practitioners, exercifed very early the 
pen of Dr. Pearfon§. He fupports the principal faéts 
afferted by Dr. Jenner. On Medical Difcipline at fea, 
avery ufeful tract has been produced by Mr. Alex- 


* No. Ill. p. 297. + Seevol. vi, p. 669, $ No. IV. p. 419. 
§ No. I. p. 79. . 
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ander Stewart, of Southwark*. Medical Records and 
Refearchest, proceeded from an Afiociation of profef- 
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-» = fional men, which does not particularly defcribe it- 

; > felf. It contains fome important Cafes. A new 

nis =| ~—s mode of treating Scrofulous A ffeétions of: the Joints 
ith ‘4 has been difcovered, and is ftrongly recommended by 
nt; ~ an able Surgeonf ; fhould. it fucceed in the prattice 
of > of others, in an equal degree, it will be a valuable ac- 
n= > guifition. IJnfanity, that very intricate and difficult 
in wm @§€«= fubjeét, has been treated with great knowledge and 


1 7 = ability by Mr. Haflam§, whofe conneétion with Beth- 
nd >  lehem-Hofpital, has given him a moft extenfive expe- 


alé =|) rience on the fubje€&t: and what canbe done effeétually 
rO- 4 in Medicine without an extended experience ? The 
rt- = soufe of the Ca/arean Operation has occafioned a kind of 
he "  controverfy between two medical men. It has pro- 
we fF duced on both fides treatifes of fome merit, Mr. Sim- 


ek mons oppofing||, and Dr. Hu//{ fupporting, the prac- 
ive tice. On the fubjeét of the Fifula Lacrymalis, it is 
at *  fufficient to fay, that Mr. Ware** has written, to fa- 
fas %  tisfy the reader that fome valuable remarks have been 
fti- = delivered. Dr. Smyth's invettigation into the advan- 
"tages of the Nitrous Vapourt}, in counteracting infec- 
~ ition, continues to be profecuted with effect. This is 

> a fubjeét, which, with refpeét to that moft formidable 

¢ ™ contagion the plague, had been purfoed by a Ruf- 
* fian Phyfician, Dr. De Mertens; not indeed with a 
Hy © view to the preventative fuggefted by Dr. Smyth, 
di. © _ but in purfuit of all poffible means to check fo dread- 
x ful an evil; and with reference to his experience at 


as © Mofcow in 1771. This work has lately been tranf- 

a of Jated{{, and is undoubtedly important. 

ets " 

€a, 2 * No. II. p. 191. + No. 1V. p. 372. } Mr. Crowther, 

lex a No. Me 475+ § No. V. p. 542. | No, IL], p. 311. 
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PHILOSOPHICAL AND PHYSICAL SCIENCES. 


No ftudent in thefe branches will read the name of 
Dr. E. Smith, the Prefident of the Linnxan Society, 
without anticipating fomething valuable. His Traéts 
relating to Natui cal Hiflor y* will not difappoint that 
expetlation ; ; and will be read with pleafure, by all 
who have a rational wifh for information. The un- 
foundnefs of Zovomia, as a rational fyftem of phyfics, 
was fhown in part by us; Mr. Brown, i in his Odb/erva- 
tionst, further purfues that fubjeét ; and with a ftrong 
hand fhakes to pieces, what we had caufed to totter. 
The Elements of Chemifiry, which Profefor Facquin had 
drawn up in a matterly manner in German, have 
lately been made E nglith by a good tranflationf. It 
is a work that comprehends more, perhaps, than any 
other of its fize, on ithe fame fubjeet. Even the re- 


mote Ifles of Shetland have not been unexplored by 
Philofophy. In»purfuit of mineralogical produ€'ans, 
Mr Famejou examined thofe Iflands, and has publithed 
the refult, in what he terms Aa OutlineS of their 
Mineralogy. The general philofophy of Mineralony 
1s undertake n by Be. Town foni,, who has produced, on 
the whole, a refpectable pubtication. 


TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 


Thefe are limited, in the prefent“ volume, to the 
Philofopbical Livanjactions@ of London, for 1798, part ii; 
the proceedings of the African Affociation** ; and-thofe 
of the Society of Arts, vol. xvitt. 


* No. I. p. 62. + Now III. p. 324. t No. VI. p. 595. 
‘ No. 1. p. 46. | No. V. p. 524. Z No. I. p. 17. 
*° No. I. p. 31. tt No, IL, p. 217. 
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PREFACE. 


MisceLLANIEs. 


Under this head we mutt place the Traxflation of 
the Citations in the Purfuits of Literature*, remarkable 
chiefly for its Preface ; with feveral other articles too 
various to be placed in any definite clafs, or not re- 
ferable to any of thofe topics which we have here 
had occafion to enumerate. Such is Mr. Morritt’s 
able traét, entitled a Vindication of Homert ; of which, 
we commenced our account in a former volume. The 
colleéted works of Lord Orford}, are too various to 
be charatterized by a fingle fentence, as well as to 
be comprifed under a fingle clafs. They evince both 
literary powers, and literary diligence. Dr. Ferriar’s 
entertaining work o# Sterne§, with his other ingeni- 
ous effufions, forms a book to which every reader 
will recur with repeated, pleafure: nor is Mr. Fack- 


fon's work, entitled The Four Ages, very different in 


general chara¢ter, though liable to a few objeétions, 
which do not affeét the former publication. For no 
fmall fhare of agreeable information on /telan Tra- 


gedy, the public is indebted to the ftudies of Mr. 


Walker; a book, if not laborious yet creditable, and 
if not profound, entertaining. Mr. Seward’s Bio- 
graphiana**, has a fort of reference to Hiftory, yet not 
{uficient to remove it from this various clafs. That 
it is amufing, cannot be denied. For a new and im- 
proved edition of a moft inftru&tive work, we are in- 
debted to the laft editor of Durham’s Phytico-Theo- 
logytt ; nor fhould we omit to acknowledge the dili- 
gence of Mr. Todd, in preparing his late edition of 
Comust{. Having faid this, we feel that we have dif- 
charged the chiet part of our literary obligation, ref- 
pecting the prefent volume. 


To-morrow to freth woods, and paftures new. 


* No. I. p. 35. + No. II. p. 116. t No. IT. p. 1733 
III. p. 264. ? § No. III. p. 226. | No. V. p. 5306 
I No. IV. p. 346. ** No. Vi. P- 6356 tt No, ut, 316» 
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